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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Workshop Objectives
 

•	 Share information about the structure 
and content of the new standards 

•	 Connect three main priorities that drive 
the standards 

•	 Understand grade-level progression of 
standards 

•	 Discuss and participate in activities for 
standards implementation 2 



 
  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

   

Organization of the Standards
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

4 Domains 
1997 CA Standards 

4 Strands 
2010 Common Core 

Reading 
(includes vocabulary) 

Reading 

Writing Writing 

Written and Oral 
Language Conventions 

Language 
(includes vocabulary) 

Listening and Speaking Speaking and Listening 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

The Four Strands of the  

Common Core State Standards for
 

English Language Arts, K-5
 

Reading 

• Reading Standards for Literature 
• Reading Standards for Informational Text 
• Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
Writing Standards 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

Language Standards 
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Four Strands 

TOM TORLAKSON 

State Superintendent • Tab each strand 
of Public Instruction 

• Identify California additions 
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California Additions
 
TOM TORLAKSON 

State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
 •	 Formal presentations (grades 1-12) 

•	 Penmanship (grades 2-4)
 
•	 Analysis of text features informational 

text (grades 6-12) 
•	 Career documents (grade 8) 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

text. (R.1) 

introduced. 

College and Career Readiness 

Anchor Standards
 

Read closely to determine what the text says 

explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; 

cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions draw from the 


Using Handout #1, trace the progression of 
standard 1 for Reading Literature and 
Informational Text from kindergarten 
through grade 12. Identify and highlight 
where certain skills and expectations are 
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The Three Priorities
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction •	 Students will read sufficiently complex 

texts closely, with a focus on 
informational text 

•	 Students will extract information and 
gain knowledge from these texts 

•	 Students will write clear opinion pieces 
based on the information they have 
read 
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Balanced Representation of 

Literary and Informational Text
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
 2009 NAEP Reading Assessment: 


Distribution of literary and informational passages 


Grade Literary Informational 

4 50% 50% 

8 45% 55% 

12 30% 70% 

Source: National Assessment Governing Board. (2008). Reading 
framework for the 2009 National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, http://www.nagb.org/publications/frameworks/reading-
2009.doc 
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Text Complexity Explained 
TOM TORLAKSON 

State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
 Measuring Text Complexity: Three Factors
 

1.	 Qualitative evaluation of the text 

2.	 Quantitative evaluation of the 
text 

3.	 Matching reader to text and task 

More information is available in Appendix A of the standards at 
http://www.corestandards.org/ 10 

http:http://www.corestandards.org


 
  

  

 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

     
  

 

Text-Based Instruction
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction “…work in reading and writing (as well 

as speaking and listening) must center 
on the text.” 

“…developing students’ prowess at 
drawing knowledge from the text itself is 
the point of teaching; teaching is not a 
substitute for the text.” 

Source: Draft Publisher’s Criteria for the Common Core State 
Standards in ELA & Literacy, Grades 4-12 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Reading Standards for 

Literature
 

•	 Recount stories, including fables, 
folktales, and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and explain 
how it is conveyed through key details 
in the text. (3.RL.2) 

•	 Compare and contrast stories in the 
same genre (e.g., mysteries and 
adventure stories) on their approaches 
to similar themes and topics. (5.RL.9) 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Reading Standards for 

Informational Text
 

•	 Explain the relationships or interactions 
between two or more individuals, events, 
ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in 
the text. (5.RI.3) 

•	 Describe the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, 
or information in a text or part of a text. 
(4.RI.5) 

•	 Distinguish their own point of view from that of 
the author of a text. (3.RI.6) 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 

Defining Structures and Features
 

•	 Text Structures: The way ideas are 
arranged and connected to one 
another. 
Examples: description, sequence, causation, 
problem/solution, comparison 

•	 Text Features: Visual and structural 
elements that support and enhance the 
reader’s ability to understand the text. 
Examples: headings, labels and captions, 
boldface and/or italicized print, graphical 
elements, realistic illustrations or photographs 

National Assessment Governing Board (2011)
 
Adapted from Reading Framework for the 

2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress
 14 
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Reading Standards: 

Foundational Skills
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
 Standard 4 

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 
a. 	 Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
b. 	 Read on-level prose and poetry orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 

c. 	 Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading 
as necessary. 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Writing Standards
 

“The Common Core Standards require 
students to show that they can analyze and 
synthesize sources and present careful 
analysis, well defended claims and clear 
information.” 

“…the writing standards…require students to 

draw evidence from a text or texts to support 

analysis, reflection or research.” 

Source: Draft Publisher’s Criteria for the Common Core State 
Standards in ELA & Literacy, Grades 4-12 
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Text Types and Purposes
 

NAEP Writing Framework 

TOM TORLAKSON 

State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
 Distribution of Communicative Purposes 

Grade 
To 

Persuade 
To 

Explain 
To Convey 
Experience 

4 30% 35% 35% 

8 35% 35% 30% 

12 40% 40% 20% 

Source: National Assessment Governing Board. (2007). Writing 
framework for the 2011 National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, http://www.nagb.org/publications/frameworks/writing-
2011.doc 18 

http://www.nagb.org/publications/frameworks/writing


 
  

  

 

  
 

 
    
 

 
 
 

 

  

Writing Strand 

Text Types and Purposes
 

TOM TORLAKSON
 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

•	 Opinion pieces 

•	 Informative/ 
explanatory texts 

•	 Narratives 

Refer to Appendix C for writing samples, supporting 
research, and resources. 

19 



 
  

  

 

 
 

  

    
   

 
   

 
 

 

  
   

 
 

 

  

  
   

 
 

 
 

   
 

  

 
   

 

 
  

 

  
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

Writing Standard 1
 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point 

of view with reasons and information: 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
a. Introduce the topic or 
text they are writing about, 
state an opinion, and 
create an organizational 
structure that lists 
reasons. 
b. Provide reasons that 
support the opinion. 
c. Use linking words and 
phrases (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, for 
example) to connect 
opinion and reasons. 
d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section. 

a. Introduce a topic or text 
clearly, state an opinion, 
and create an 
organizational structure in 
which related ideas are 
grouped to support the 
writer’s purpose. 
b. Provide reasons that 
are supported by facts and 
details. 
c. Link opinions and 
reasons using words and 
phrases (e.g., for 
instances, in order to, in 
addition). 
d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the opinion 
presented. 

20 

a. Introduce a topic or text 
clearly, state an opinion, 
and create an 
organizational structure in 
which ideas logically 
grouped to support the 
writer’s purpose. 
b. Provide logically 
ordered reasons that are 
supported by facts and 
details. 
c. Link opinions and 
reasons using words, 
phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., consequently, 
specifically). 
d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the opinion 
presented. 



 
  

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

  

What’s new in the writing 

strand?
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

•	 With guidance and support from adults, use 
technology to produce and publish writing 
(using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others.(3.W.6) 

•	 Conduct short research projects that use 
several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
(5.W.7) 

•	 Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.  (4.W.10) 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Reading and Writing Strands 

Activity 


•	 Five Groups: 
(1) 3-5 Informational Text-Standards 1-3 

(2) 3-5 Informational Text-Standards 4-6 

(3) 3-5 Informational Text-Standards 7-9 

(4) 3-5 Writing Standards 1-3 
(5) 3-5 Writing Standards 4-6 

•	 Read assigned standards 
•	 Discuss each standard by highlighting critical 

concepts and identifying changes in their 
grade-level progression 

•	 Discuss how standard(s) could impact 
classroom instruction or implementation 

•	 Report out 

22 



 
  

  

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
   

 

  

   
 

 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Speaking and Listening Standards
 
“Speaking and listening prompts and 
questions offer opportunities for students 
to share preparation, evidence, and 
research.” 

“…materials aligned with the Common 
Core Standards show teachers how to plan 
engaging discussions around grade level 
topics and texts. Materials should highlight 
strengthening students listening skills as 
well as their ability to respond with relevant 
follow up questions and evidence.” 

Source: Draft Publisher’s Criteria for the Common Core State Standards 
in ELA & Literacy, Grades 4-12 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Speaking and Listening 

Strand
 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

•	 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade_ 
topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. …(3-5.SL.1) 

•	 Determine the main ideas and supporting 
details of a text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
(3.SL.2) 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Speaking and Listening 

Strand
 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
 
•	 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, 

sound) and visual displays in presentations 
when appropriate to enhance the development 
of main ideas or themes. (5.SL.5) 

•	 Differentiate between contexts that call for 
formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and 
situations where informal discourse is 
appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use 
formal English when appropriate to task and 
situation. (4.SL.6) 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Language Standards 

“…gain adequate mastery of the 
essential “rules” of standard written 
and spoken English.” 

“…learn how to approach 
language as a matter of craft so 
they can communicate clearly and 
powerfully.” 

Source: Draft Publisher’s Criteria for the Common Core State 
Standards in ELA & Literacy, Grades 4-12 26 



 
  

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Language Strand 
Conventions of Standard English 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
 •	 Specificity of standards for language 

conventions 

• On pages 20-21, look at Standards 1 & 2
 
•	 Discuss lettered standards and grade 

level shifts with a partner 

27 



 
  

  

 

 Conventions of Standard English
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

28 



 
  

  

29 

 

 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Strategies to Acquire 

Vocabulary 


The new standards underscore the 
importance of teaching a variety of 
strategies that allow students to 
independently determine the 
meaning of unknown words. 



 
  

  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Language Strand 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

•	 In-depth study of vocabulary 

•	 Learn a variety of strategies 

•	 Understand figurative language, word 
relationships and nuances 

•	 Use academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases 
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Vocabulary Acquisition Activity 
TOM TORLAKSON 

State Superintendent 1. Using Handout #4, compare and of Public Instruction 

contrast 1997 California content 
standards to the CCSS 
Standards (L.4-6) 

2.	 Identify key differences or shifts 
in the standards 

3.	 Identify progression of standards 
from grades 3-5 

4. Pair-share findings 
31 



 
  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Technology: Sources of Information 

and Tools for Communication
 

•	 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements
 
contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text 

(e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of 

fiction, folktale, myth, poem). (5.RL.7)
 

•	 Add audio recordings and visual displays to 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas or themes.(4.SL.5) 

•	 With some guidance and support from adults, use 
technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 
command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum 
of two pages in a single sitting. (5.W.6) 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Literacy in History/Social Studies, 

Science, and Technical Subjects
 

•	 Explain the relationships or interactions between 
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the 
text.(5.RI.3) 

•	 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., 
maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., 
where, when, why, and how key events occur). 
(3.RI.7) 

•	 By the end of year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts, in the 
grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. (4.RI.10) 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

English Learner Considerations
 

• Approximately 25% of California
 
students are English learners.
 

•	 Many CCSS support English language 
development. 

•	 The CCSS set rigorous grade-level 
expectations. 

• They assert that all students should be
 
held to the same high expectations.
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Common Core: Particularly Important 

Skills for English Learners
 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how 
language functions in different contexts. 

•	 Everyday language functions 
(e.g., ask for information, give directions) 

•	 Academic language functions – language arts, 
history
 
(e.g., define, describe, compare, question, explain)
 

•	 Academic language functions - science 
(e.g., analyze, formulate, infer, provide evidence, 
summarize, record, etc.) 

Common Core State Standards 
Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Compare formal and informal uses of English. 

(2.L.3) 35 



 
  

  

 

 English Learner Resources
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 
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 English Learner Resources
 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Appendices
 

•	 Appendix A: Research Supporting Key 
Elements of the Standards 

•	 Appendix B: Text Exemplars and Sample 
Performance Tasks 

•	 Appendix C: Samples of Student Writing
 

Appendices are available at 

http://www.corestandards.org.
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Appendix A
 

Research Supporting Key Elements 

of the ELA Standards Including:
 

– Complexity of Texts 
– Foundational Skills 
– Writing 
– Speaking and Listening 
– Language 
– Glossary of Key Terms 
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Appendix B: Text Exemplars and
 
Sample Performance Tasks 


TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
 • Text Exemplars by Grade Level 

•	 Includes examples by grade level with 
sample performance tasks 

•	 Stories, poetry, drama, and informational 
text 

•	 Gives teachers an idea of achievement 
expectations for each grade level 

•	 Includes examples for History/Social 
Studies, Science, and Technical 
Subjects 
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 Appendix C: 

Samples of Student Writing 


TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
 



 
  

  

 

 Appendix C: 

Samples of Student Writing 
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Common Core State Standards 

Resources Website 


http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cc 
TOM TORLAKSON 

State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
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CDE on iTunes U 
Source: http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/mm/it/ 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Implications for your work
 

What are some steps you could 
begin to take? 

Brainstorm Possibilities: 
- Review units/activities through lens of new standards, 

identify connections/gaps 
- Select 2-3 priority standards and develop/revise lessons 

around them 
- Review reading materials, increase informational text 

offerings 
- Work with colleagues (above/below grade level) and 

develop writing tasks (focus on opinion) and rubrics 
- Include ways for students to increase the use of 

technology (presentation and sharing information) 
- Establish classroom conversation norms for the 

students 47 



 
  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Implications for your work
 

•	 Discuss the following with your 
neighbor(s): 
– What is the most important/valuable 

piece of information you learned in 
this session? 

– What are the first steps you are going 
to take as you begin to implement the 
CCSS? 

• Share with whole group 
48 
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What are your questions? 
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TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction 

Contact Us 
Cynthia Gunderson 
Standards, Curriculum Frameworks &  
Instructional Resources Division 
cgunderson@cde.ca.gov 
916-319-0442 

Lillian Perez 
Standards, Curriculum Frameworks & 
Instructional Resources Division 
lperez@cde.ca.gov 
916-319-0703 50 
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